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The Rev. Roger Woehl, Pastor
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Church Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday
	DECEMBER CALENDAR

	Thurs 12/4
	6:30 p.m.
	Deacons/Session

	Fri 12/5
	6:30 p.m.
	Hanging of the Greens

	Sat 12/6
	9:00 a.m.

12-3 p.m.
	Handbells

Pageant Rehearsal

	Sun 12/7
	9:30 a.m.

10:45 am

7:30 pm
	Worship 

Adult Choir Rehearsal

Christmas at Carroll Concert

	Tue 12/9
	9:15 a.m.
	Helpful Hannahs

	Wed 12/10
	9:00 a.m.
	Worship & Music

	Fri 12/12
	11:30 a.m.
	Daylight Drivers

	Sat 12/13
	9:00 a.m.

12-? 
	Handbells

Pageant Rehearsal

	Sun 12/14
	9:30 a.m.

10:45 a.m.
	Worship – Christmas Pageant

Hannahs Cookie Sale

Adult Choir Rehearsal

	Sat 12/20
	9:00 a.m.
	Handbells

	Sun 12/21
	9:30 a.m.

10:45 am

4:00 p.m. 
	Worship – Communion

Adult Choir Rehearsal

Youth Club at the Todd’s

	Wed 12/24
	7:00 pm
	Worship Service

	Thurs12/25
	 Church Office Closed

	Fri 12/26
	
	Church Office Closed

	Sun 12/28
	9:30 am
	Worship 

	Wed 12/31
	Church Office Closed


	On-Going Events at Forest Park

Play & Learn

M & W   9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

T & TH  9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Fr  9:00 am-11:00 am;12:00 pm-3:00 pm

Jazzercise

M, T, W, Th 6:00 p.m. and Sat 8:30 a.m.

4th Monday – Health Department Immunization Clinic 3:30-6:30 p.m.

2nd & 3rd Thurs – Embroiderers’ Guild

6:30-9:30 p.m./7-9 p.m.

1st Monday – Boy Scouts District Committee 6:30 p.m.


	JANUARY CALENDAR

	Thurs 1/1
	
	Church Office Closed

	Sun 1/4
	9:30 a.m.

10:45 am

10:45 am
	Worship 

Adult Choir Rehearsal

Un-Deck the Halls

	Thurs 1/8
	7:00 pm
	Deacons

	Sun 1/11
	9:30 a.m.

10:45 am
	Worship - Communion 

Adult Choir Rehearsal

	Tue 1/13
	9:15 a.m.

7:00 pm
	Helpful Hannahs

Book Club at Deb Gustafson’s

	Wed 1/14
	9:00 a.m.
	Worship & Music

	Fri 1/16
	10:00 am

11:30 am
	Staff Meeting

Daylight Drivers

	Sat 1/17
	9:00 a.m.
	Handbells

	Sun 1/18
	9:30 a.m.

10:45 am

11:00 am
	Worship – Messenger Deadline

Adult Choir Rehearsal

Session

	Sat 1/24
	9:00 a.m.

TBA
	Handbells

Youth Club Ice Skating at Gillespie’s

	Sun 1/25
	9:30 a.m.

10:45 am
	Worship 

Adult Choir Rehearsal

	Fri 1/30
	TBA
	Parish Life Chili Supper

	Sat 1/31
	9:00 am
	Handbells


Remember our members at home in our prayers and expressions of concern.

Glenn & Louise Hennum

Clarence Reimer

Dr. Byung Lim & Tong Roh

Marjorie Strack

Matt Tietze

If you know of someone who should be added to this list, please notify the church office.

 If you know or hear of a prayer need and would like to have one started on the prayer chain, notify the Deacon on Call for the month (listed in your Sunday Bulletin or monthly Messenger) to initiate your request.  If you cannot reach that Deacon, call the Church Office and speak to Pam, or leave a message on the answering machine to be retrieved by her or Roger.
December Birthdays

12/01
Arlene Winkelhake

12/02  Emma Schumitsch

12/06
Mike Marr

12/09
Kathryn Quandt

12/16
Mary Nelson

12/21
Diane Schumitsch

12/24
Lara Krogmann

12/25
Jean Wright

12/25
Mary Godsell

12/25
Chelsey Loberg

12/26
Steve Dolan

12/26
Dustin Stigler

12/28
Wendy Bennewitz

12/28
Rick Pierson

January Birthday’s

01/02
Walt Piering

01/02
Jimmy Pomeroy

01/03
Laura Kling

01/04 Alexandra Quandt

01/06  Mary Delwiche

01/07  Deb Gustafson

01/07  Jazabell Zenecke

01/11  Garrett Pomeroy

01/20  Mary Ann Boliaris

01/20  Tracey Pomeroy

01/20  Alesha Zenecke

01/22  Carole Luecker

01/22  Betty Marr

01/26  Glenn Hennum

01/27  Barb Neymeyr

01/28  Scott Marr

01/30  Marilyn Puzach

01/30  Don Otte

December 2008/January 2009

Better Than Duck Dodging 

     As the church begins a new liturgical year with the season of Advent and soon the beginning of a new year –2009, we long for good things for our nation, our world, ourselves and for our loved ones. Our personal and collective experience is that the good we hope for, or even just to have a good day, seems to elude us. 

     On my way to church one Sunday morning a few weeks ago something happened that has helped me in my quest for a ‘good day.’ Traveling east on Cleveland Avenue, before coming to New Berlin West high school, my eyes caught the beautiful sight of a flock of geese or ducks flying in a ‘V’ shape formation. I thought it was a little late for them to be heading south on their migratory journey, but wherever they were going, all of a sudden they swooped down, invaded a recently harvested corn field, and grabbed a bit of breakfast. When I focused again on the road in front of me a large blob fell from the sky and landed about 10 feet in front of my car. It didn’t take long to figure out what that mysterious torpedo was --- not all of the birds had landed!  I laughed out loud (the people in the cars heading west probably thought, “Now there’s a happy Christian going to church on this fine Sunday morning.”) I laughed because I had dodged a bullet. My typical experience is that this kind of flying object lands on my windshield, but today it didn’t. I was convinced that this was an omen that today was going to be a good day!

     But should whether a day is a ‘good day’ or a year a ‘good year’ be determined by  things that happen to us?  If good days are only those days without bad or difficult things happening – we’d better not expect many good days. If a bird bomb doesn’t get us, something else surely will. What we make happen rather than what happens to us might  be a better way to determine what kind of day or year or life we are having.  There’s a lot of wisdom in the saying, “It is what you make of it.”  

Volume 1

With this perspective, goodness, peace, joy, happiness does not depend upon what a person receives but upon the actions of one’s own life. This is a move from being merely passive to being active and from being controlled to taking responsibility for our own lives..  

           As followers of Christ we’ve heard that it is in giving that we receive. Indeed, this is how we have a good day, a good year, and a good life. I wish for you goodness and happiness this Christmas and in this new year. 

With you in seeking to make goodness happen,

Rev. Roger

    FINANCIAL SUMMARY AS OF 10-31 2008

	                         Oct-08       YTD      Budget YTD

Contributions     $ 8,756    $100,543    $110,875

Total Operating Income

                           $10,783   $120,488   $136,167

Total Operating Expense

                          $16,720    $153,092   $148,796

Total Operating Income less Total Operating Expense             -$5,937     -$32,604    -$12,630



	Per Capita/Apportionment

                                 $0        $3,226      $4,624

	                  1/1/2008    10/31/2008 2008Change

General Operating Fund Bal.

                      $47,862         $15,258      -$32,604

Building Bund Balance

                      $17,385         $17,410             $25

New Look Fund Balance

                      $26,545         $23,541        -$3,004


    New Look Fund Note**  The principle on the mortgage was paid down an extra

$10,000 in February of 2008.

Friends, this is an update addressing our current financial status.  We try to get the monthly update in the Messenger, but this is the last time we can address you before the end of the year.  The number you see with this report are for the month ending October 2008.  Currently we have a deficit of over $30,000 in the General Operating Budget.  The session passed a deficit budget last year, but with the increased snow clearing fees last year (and we still have 2 cold months in this budget cycle) and some other projects we are slightly over our expenses.   Please keep this in mind as we enter the final 2 months of the year and the need for income tax deductions before December 31st.  Any additional income will help us make up this deficit.  The budget was passed last year with some “faith” that we’d find the additional income.

There is an additional article in the Messenger this month about the 2009 budget and out NEED to increase giving intent for 2009.  That is what we will face next year – this is the current status.

As always, if you have ANY questions about this current budget or the 2009 budget contact any of your session members or anyone on the finance committee.  We are always happy to talk!  Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year!

Your Finance Committee

On Sunday, October 19th the service was structured around the great things our church has accomplished so far in 2008 and the things we still have yet to do – as well it was a look into 2009.  When I spoke about the financial committee and the financial status I used a quote which I found in preparing that I still think is a very unique way of looking at giving:  “Think of giving not as a duty but as a privilege” John D. Rockefeller Jr.  All the gifts I have been blessed with, anything I can give, no matter how large or small; it truly is a privilege to help a cause and be part of a solution.

I have many friends who always talk about the church and money.  Every time religion comes up in a conversation – they always comment about what they have to pay to go to church, or what it is “suggested” they give, and every time they go to church, the church always talks about needing more money and ultimately the people I am talking with say they get turned off and stop going.  I can understand their frustration and it is too bad that money ultimately stops them from attending and building their faith and working with and experiencing a church family.

I also understand the church’s position; our church’s situation currently isn’t any different than a lot.  For the last couple years we have been running down our reserves.  The Treasures’ report for October shows our General Operating Fund down over $32,000 for the year.  Our 2009 projected budget is looking like it will bring a deficit of over $25,000.  I don’t remember a time in our church’s history where amounts or goals were thrown out during the pledging, but this is one time where I think it is necessary.  We NEED to increase our giving by 30% to prevent another deficit year in 2009.  I know that we still have a campaign together to pay down the mortgage from the New Look building project, but I also know that we as a church have ALWAYS come together when we needed to.  The New Look idea was floated around several years ago and we had (and continue to have) a tremendous response to help support it.  The idea of a new piano was put out and we responded almost immediately and purchased a new piano well before we thought it would be possible.  We have always come thru and I know we can do it again.

The giving intent cards have been available for pick-up, or were mailed out so you should have received one already.  They are beginning to trickle back into the office and the finance committee is hoping to see an increase in those numbers so we know what we have going into 2009.  If there isn’t an increase seen, we will begin to explore other options for increasing revenue for 2009.  I don’t want to “turn you off” talking about money – but it is a situation that we all need to be aware of.  Please keep the church in your thoughts and remember all that we have done and all that we can do with your support.

Mike Wise

Finance Committee

 
About this time last year the Worship and Music committee here at Forest Park suggested that a lessons and carols service be selected for use in the Christmas Eve service.  It was thought that should be something like our “What Wondrous Love,” used a number of times in the Maundy Thursday service.  Over the course of the past few months, a number of these collections have been reviewed.  We have now purchased and begun rehearsing “Come Ye Faith: A Service of Carols” by Hal H. Hopson.  Containing both familiar and unfamiliar carols, it also has a global emphasis in that “Silent Night” provides a stanza in German, and “O Come, All Ye Faithful” has a stanza in Latin.  Another feature of this program is that it highlights male and female voice, one song being written for just sopranos and altos, and another for men, in four-part harmony.  Another reason that this program was chosen is that it provides for a wide range of participants, from the two narrators, to adult choir, organ, strings, hand bells, and flute. It is our hope that we can assemble all of these components, under the direction of Kristen Tan.  

- Roger Meyer 
 
At the beginning of Advent we begin a new church year.  One of the significant changes is the move from the A lectionary of the three-year cycle of readings to the B lectionary of readings.  This whole tradition of having appointed readings for each Sunday and festival in the church year has a long and venerable history.  The practice of reading scripture in worship goes back to the Old Testament church.  We see Jesus, for example, in the synagogue setting in Luke 4:16-21, where he is given the scroll of Isaiah to read before his sermon.  In synagogue worship, a reading from Moses came first; in our tradition, the most important reading, the Gospel Reading, comes last.  In synagogue worship, the readings were interspersed with the singing of psalms.  It would appear that in the early church the selection of readings was somewhat arbitrary, consisting of readings from the Old Testament, the Epistles, and the Gospels, and interspersed with the singing of psalms, just as was done in the synagogues.  By the fourth century, however, many of lessons for the festival Sundays, Christmas, Epiphany and Ascension Day became fixed.  Unlike our three-year cycle, most of these were one-year lectionaries, although a German two-year cycle was published in 1896.  Beginning with the Second Vatican Council of the Roman Catholic Church (1962-65), liturgical Protestant churches began to work on their own three-year lectionaries.  With the three-year cycle, a much larger amount of the Bible would get read in services.  The Presbyterian work on a three-year lectionary was reflected in  Worshipbook (1970), and now we are likely to hear the same readings in church, no matter what the denomination.  For us, this year of the B-cycle moves from the Gospel of Matthew to Mark, and since Mark is a shorter book, generous portions of the Gospel of John are also included.  As is always the case, readings from Acts replaces the Old Testament readings during the Easter season, but after June 7, 2009, Trinity Sunday, we will hear the entire story of David's reign from the books of Samuel and Kings.  Then, beginning in September, we will have selections from the wisdom literature of the Old Testament.  
-Roger Meyer

ANGEL TREE PROJECT

Thanks to all who have taken an Angel so far.  At the last count, 35 Angels have been taken for children, and 8 have been taken for the caregivers of these children. We are waiting to hear from the parents of 11 children as to what their child's wishes are.

 

For those who are unfamiliar with this project, we receive names of children who have a parent in prison.  Then gifts are purchased for the child and signed with the name of the parent who is in prison.  That way the child doesn't think that he or she is forgotten.  The child receives two gifts, one a fun gift and one an article of clothing.  Each gift should cost between $15 and $20.

 

Please bring the gifts by Sunday, December 7.  The Hannahs will be wrapping the presents on December 9.  Anyone who would like to help with wrapping the gifts should be at the church by 9:15 that morning.  Also, volunteers for delivering the gifts at a later date are needed.  For more information, please call Karen Zobel, 414-339-0360, or Jodi Godsell, 262-895-7609.

 

Thank you.  Karen Zobel

The Helpful Hannahs’ Christmas Cookie Sale will be on Sunday, December 14th.  We will be packaging the cookie plates on the 13th, please bring your treats to Church by 11 am on Saturday.  Bakers and Shoppers – as always, we need your help to continue making this a successful event.   Thank you!

Come to the Book Club!!
All are welcome to the inaugural meeting of the newly formed Forest Park Book Club.

The first meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 13th at 7:00 at Debbie Gustafson's condo in Elm Grove. The only thing you need to bring is your sense of humor, as we will discuss the national bestseller, Lamb: The Gospel According to Biff, Christ's Childhood Pal.  Written by Christopher Moore, this is an irreverent look at the life of Jesus (stress "irreverent") and promises hilarity, "colorful language", and tales of hi jinx.    In addition to the book discussion, we will discuss future meeting dates and places to meet. Call Debbie @262 439-8557 if you have questions, or to RSVP and get directions.

Hanging of the Greens

         Friday December 5th at 6:30 PM.

Gather together on Fellowship Friday, Dec. 5th to decorate the church for Advent and Christmas.  Everyone, every age is welcome to be a part of the festivities.  Bring some holiday treats and your holiday spirit to share with others!  The more, the merrier!!

      UN-Deck the Halls

      Sunday, January 4th following worship

Come together on January 4th immediately after service to

UN-ceremoniously UN-deck the Halls of Christmas decorations.  This is usually a fairly quick process if there are enough hands.  Please plan to stick around and lend one.

              Alternative Market
The Mission Committee will once again be offering a chance to give a gift that helps in more ways than one.  For those who are not familiar, the Alternative Market is a way to give a donation to a charity in someone’s name.  If you're familiar with Heifer International (one of the Alternative Market favorites) you give a donation to the charity of your choice, and instead of (or in addition to) a material gift, you give your loved one a card with the charity and some information about the organization.

We've kept some of the old favorites and added some new (favorites?) to the mix.  We will also have a new choice of cards available to note your gift.  Forms will be available Thanksgiving weekend through Christmas Eve.  We look forward to another successful year of the Alternative Market raising money for many great causes.  If you have any questions please ask any member of the Mission Committee.

            Christmas Eve Service

              December 24th 7:00 PM

A very special Christmas Eve service will be shared through the musical cantata "Come, Ye Faithful" by Hal Hopson.   This beautiful and meaningful setting of the Christmas story will feature choirs, strings, handbells and flute from our congregation.  Please plan to attend with the whole family.

Christmas Poinsettias

If you ordered a poinsettia, they will be available to pick up on Sunday, December 21st.  Please look for your name when taking your order.  Thank you.

Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sundays, December 21st and January 11th.

Communion servers:

December 21st - Kristen Tan, Mike Wise, Deb Gustafson, Sally

Daugherty, Sara Grant

January 11th - Tracey Pomeroy, Tami Mason, Bea Piering, Walt Piering,

Jim Gillespie

                               Scrip
Enclosed is our December Scrip order form.  This is a great way to get gift cards and raise money for Mission.  If you prefer you can also submit your order on-line, this option has the additional benefit that you can see and order gift cards from all the participating companies, and there are currently about 500 different businesses that offer gift cards through the program!

Setting up an account is easy, go to www.shopwithscrip.com and create an account; when prompted enter the account 85C15D3F1751L for the code and verify that Forest Park Presbyterian Church appears.  Once you make your choices print out the summary and bring that to church with your payment and you don't need to fill out an order form!


Parish Life

January 30, 2009:  Chili Supper

More details and more info to come in the New Year!

February:  Fondue Dinner

March 13, 2009:  Variety Show

DAYLIGHT DRIVERS

Maxwell’s Restaurant

December 12, 2008

Our Christmas outing will be at Maxwell’s, 1005 S Moorland Rd.  To avoid some of the later Christmas rush we will be meeting a week early on the 12th.of December. We will meet at 11:30 a.m.

Please sign up in the narthex.

Glass Nickel Pizza Co.

January 16, 2009

We will be trying a new place on the 16th of January, the Glass Nickel Pizza Co., 13175 West Bluemound Rd.  Even though they specialize in pizza, they serve pasta dishes, salads and sandwiches.  Please sign up in the narthex.

For more information, or to car pool, please call Deloris Butka at 262-786-8988 or Sally Daugherty at 262-786-6041.

BUILDING AND GROUNDS

SCRAP METAL DRIVE

On that warm sunny day, September 20th, members and friends of Forest Park contributed $735.75 in scrap metal.  This, along with the $272.00 contributed earlier, gave us a grand total of $1,007.75 for the New Look fund!  Thank you for all your old stuff!  Let’s do it again next year!

                           THANK YOU 

Thank you to every one that helped with the yard work this summer. The flowers were a bright spot all summer, the weeds were kept away, and all the bushes were trimmed.  The grass was kept under control by Brookfield Landscape or by a church member.

The Clean-up Day crews distributed mulch and wood chips besides, raking and cleaning up other areas, all this resulted in a great looking yard. Thank you again.

-Sally Daugherty

              Loaves and Fishes
Thanks to everyone for helping out at Loaves and Fishes. We served 68 adults and 6 children brats, chips, pasta salad, and ice cream.  Attendance has grown over the year reflecting the poor state of the economy, but everyone enjoyed the meal and we look forward to serving again next year!

We have the valet service on Sundays for people that need their car parked for them.  The weather will be getting bad and the parking lot will be icy and slippery.  Don’t be afraid to use the valet service!

Children’s Corner

Sunday School:

The children just finished up a unit on Moses.  We talked about his birth, his calling and the Exodus.  We also learned the Ten Commandments.  Ask the kids to name a few for you.  Come down stairs to see some of the projects the kids have been working on.  Now, we are getting ready for the Advent Season!!

Youth Club:

Roger and Heidi have started a Youth Club this year.  We have only had two meetings.  In October, twenty-six of us went for a hayride in Muskego.  The weather was great, we sang songs, ate some hotdogs and roasted marshmallows!  In November, we met at the church, ate spaghetti and played some games.  It was a great time!!  The children are enjoying this Fellowship time with their friends.  Future dates for Youth Club:

December 21st:  Christmas Caroling at the Todd’s  4:00PM

January 24th:  Ice Skating at the Gillespie’s

(More info to come)

Christmas Pageant:  Sunday, December 14, 2008
 Mark your calendars for Rehearsals:

November 23, 2008  12 – 2 PM

December 6, 2008  12 – 3 PM

December 13, 2008 12 - ??  Dress Rehearsal

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

          If you cannot serve on your assigned date, please arrange a substitute and notify the church office.

	5/1
	12/7
	12/14
	12/21
	12/24
	12/28
	1/4/09

	Liturgist
	Mike Washic
	Youth
	CarolAnne Bozosi
	Wendy Bennewitz
	Sally Daugherty
	Sylvia Larsen

	Head Usher
	Gary Stigler
	Ron Reuteler
	Mike Marr
	TBA
	Allen Hinrichs
	Gary Stigler

	Ushers
	Frank & Ann Marie McLeod

Bob Wall
	Cindy Barbieri

Sara Grant

Pat Janecek
	John & Ann Orner

Paul & Betty Peterson
	TBA
	Denine Dulde

Mike Bellek

Arlene Winkelhake
	Cindy Stigler

CarolAnne Bozosi

Linda Koszuta

	Hospitality
	Godsell
	Deacons
	McLeod
	Woehl
	Session
	Bennewitz


	5/1
	1/11/09
	1/18/09
	1/25/09
	2/1/09
	2/8/09

	Liturgist
	Maureen Wise
	Betty Marr
	Paul Peterson
	Peg Woehl
	Chris Todd

	Head Usher
	Ron Reuteler
	Mike Marr
	Allen Hinrichs
	Gary Stigler
	Ron Reuteler

	Ushers
	Cindy Barbieri

Don & Pat Otte
	Art Reimer

Gordon & Marne Willey
	Denine Dulde

Sara Grant

Deloris Butka
	Cindy Stigler

Mike Bellek

Bob Wall
	Cindy Barbieri

Paul & Betty Peterson

	Hospitality
	Koszuta/Bozosi
	Wise
	Reuteler
	Daylight Drivers
	Helpful Hannahs



