The Messenger
Newsletter of Forest Park Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

The Rev. Roger Woehl, Pastor
2300 S. Sunny Slope Road  •  New Berlin   WI   53151
Website:  www.forestparkchurch.homestead.com  Email: fppcsec@aol.com
Phone:  262-786-5850 · Fax:  262-786-5483

Church Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday
	On-Going Events at Forest Park

4th Monday – Health Department Immunization Clinic 3:30-6:30 p.m.

2nd & 3rd Thurs – Embroiderers’ Guild

6:30-9:30 p.m./7-9 p.m.

1st Monday – Boy Scouts District Committee 6:30 p.m.


July/August  2009

	JULY/AUGUST CALENDAR

	Fri 7/3
	
	Church Office Closed

	Sun 7/5
	9:30 a.m.
	Worship/Communion

	Tues 7/7
	6:30 p.m.
	VBS Teacher & Volunteer Meeting

	Wed 7/8
	8:30-5:00 
	Lifeline Screening

	Sun 7/12
	9:30 a.m.
	Worship 

	Thur 7/16
	6:30 p.m.
	Decorate for VBS

	Fri 7/17
	11:30 am
	Daylight Drivers

	Sun 7/19
	9:30 a.m.
	Worship

	Sun 7/26
	9:30 a.m.


	Worship 

Scrip Orders Taken Today

	Mon 7/27
	
	Pictures taken for directory

	Tues 7/28
	
	Pictures taken for directory

	Sun 8/2
	9:30 a.m.
	Worship/Communion

	Wed 8/5
	10:00 am
	Decorate for VBS

	Thur 8/6
	6:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
	Decorate for VBS

Deacons

	Fri 8/7
	10:00 am
	Decorate for VBS

	Sun 8/9
	9:30 a.m.
	Worship

	Mon 8/10
	9-12 p.m.
	Vacation Bible School

	Tues 8/11
	9-12 p.m.
	Vacation Bible School

	Wed 8/12
	9-12 p.m.
	Vacation Bible School

	Thur 8/13
	9-12 p.m.
	Vacation Bible School

	Fri 8/14
	9-12 p.m.
	Vacation Bible School

	Sun 8/16
	9:30 a.m.
	Worship/Messenger Deadline

	Wed 8/19
	9:15 a.m.
	Worship & Music

	Fri 8/21
	11:30 am
	Daylight Drivers

	Sun 8/23
	9:30 a.m.


	Worship 

Scrip Orders Taken Today

	Sun 8/30
	9:30 a.m.
	Worship


Summer Greetings Church Family & Friends,

      Many of you will be taking some vacation time during the 
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next couple of months. Wherever you go and whatever you do I 

hope the break from your usual routine and schedule will renew and refresh you.

     When you’re not out of town, I look forward to worshiping with you on Sunday mornings and getting together to enjoy our sizzling summer events. Right now we’re in the midst of planning for two great sizzlers.  The first one is the New Wilmington Mission Conference held July 18 – 25, in New Wilmington, PA (on the campus of Westminster College). The twelve delegates from our church are excited about the conference and grateful for the support they have received from our church and the Presbytery of Milwaukee. While the delegates have come up with their conference fees -- -- our church is still a bit short. Our church provides the transportation, which will require renting 2 mini-vans for the week. We still need to raise $750 for transportation  (that’s about $62.50 per person).  Would you help by donating the transportation cost for one person – or a portion of the cost for one person?  Any help you are able to provide is greatly appreciated.          

     The second event will be held August10th -14th … it’s Vacation Bible School.  The theme this year is – Camp Edge (​Experience & Discover God Everywhere). The VBS team leaders, Kristen Tan and Heidi Todd, have already begun working on VBS. They have invited students and volunteers from the Fab 4 churches – as well as children from our own neighborhood to attend. When you enter the church you can’t help but notice two colorfully decorated bulletin boards featuring ‘Camp Edge.’ On the bulletin board is a listing of ways you can help make this years‘ VBS a memorable week for all involved.

     For a complete listing of summer programs and meetings please refer to the Sunday bulletin.

     Glad to be in ministry with you,


Roger   

 
It has been a tradition here at Forest Park that we change the congregation’s musical responses when we enter another season of the liturgical year.  An effort is made to keep these simple and singable and to reflect different musical styles.  The variety of styles indicates that some are best accompanied by organ, others by piano.  In some cases, they have been led by Celebration II.  During this summer season of Ordinary Time, we turn again to two favorites by the musical team of Richard K. Avery and Donald S. Marsh.  Our response to the Assurance of Pardon is their “Glory Be to the Father” (TPH # 577).  For the Offertory Response we are using their “Praise God, from Whom All Blessing Flow” (TPH # 593).   Dick Avery and Don Marsh served together for about thirty years at First Presbyterian Church in Port Jervis, New York, a small city 80 miles from New York City. Dick was trained as a pastor at Union Theological Seminary in New York City and served as pastor of  the church in Port Jervis, while Don, with music degrees from the University of Houston, served there as the director of three choirs.  Don is also an ordained Presbyterian elder.  Dick and Don share their credits as composers of over 150 songs, one of the most popular being “We Are the Church,” and we hope to use this song as our Opening Hymn sometime in August.

-Roger Meyer
Scrap Metal Drive

Building and Grounds Committee has decided not to have Action Recycling bring in one of their big trucks for a day, as the price for scrap metal is down, and there is an expense for having the truck here.  However, we may take our metal there, and there is an account there in the church’s name, and your donation will be credited to Forest Park.  Please call Sally Daugherty for more information. 

Remember our members at home in our prayers and expressions of concern

Gert & Jim Feldhusen

Clarence Reimer

Dr. Byung Lim & Tong Roh
Matt Tietze

Jean Wright

If you know of someone who should be added to this list, please notify the church office.

If you know or hear of a prayer need and would like to have one started on the prayer chain, notify the Deacon on Call for the month (listed in your Sunday Bulletin or monthly Messenger) to initiate your request.  If you cannot reach that Deacon, call the Church Office and speak to Pam, or leave a message on the answering machine to be retrieved by her or Roger.

The deacon on call for July is Pat Janecek and for August is Mike Godsell.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Sign up for our church directory portrait sittings on July 27th and 28th have been going well.  So far 41 families have signed up.  The EzSignUp web site has been activated.  Families can go to Forest Park’s website www.forestparkchurch.homestead.com and click on the link for Olan Mills EZ sign-up.  You can also go directly to Olan Mills: www.signup.olanmills.com Information you will need to sign in are our contract number (43393) or the church telephone number, 262-786-5850.  Everyone please sign up as we would like 100% of our members in the church directory.

Tracey Pomeroy and Walt Piering, Membership Committee

JULY AND AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

7/1
Mary Streff

7/3
Lynette Hauke

7/7
Chris Todd


7/17
Chris Johnson

7/19
Karen Frakes

7/21
Mike Bellek

7/24
Trevor Shuda

7/26
Karen Zobel

7/26
Bill Bennewitz

7/30
Janice Lange

7/31
Jim Feldhusen

8/2
Rick Pomeroy

8/4
Ryan Gillespie

8/8
Steven Quandt

8/14
Ryan Soto

8/22
Chad Loberg

8/24
Ashlin Soto

8/25
Allison Ellingen

8/26
Pat Evenson

8/26
Tia Piering

8/27
Nicholas Quandt

8/30
Kate Barbieri

8/31
Melody Pierson

If you haven’t given the church office your birth date, and would like it to appear, please contact us.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations go to Nick 'Dolan who earned a four year scholarship to the University of Wisconsin--Madison.  He graduated from Nathan Hale High School on June 13, and was among the top ten students of his class.  He plans to pursue a double major in Biochemistry and Neuroscience at the university.

 

Nick presently is a busy person; he works in the Medical College Research Department during the day, and he is one of the violinists for the musical, "Fame", now playing at Sunset Playhouse.  In recent years church members have enjoyed his violin playing during church services and special occasions.

DAYLIGHT DRIVERS

July 17, 2009
The Daylight Drivers were “rained out” for their June 19th meeting at O’Sullivans Public House! So let’s try again for O’Sullivans on July 17th. They are located at 12525 W. North Avenue, and as usual we will meet there at 11:30.

Our August destination will be an old favorite, Kegel’s Inn, 5910 W. National Avenue. We have had some requests for this restaurant, and parking is easier near there in the summer. Again we will meet there at 11:30.

If you would like to car pool or would like more information, please call Deloris Butka at 262-786-8988 or Sally Daugherty at 262-786-6041. 

Outreach - Rising Sun Camp
      We have see great involvement in the last few weeks.  All the backpacks have been adopted.  Some have already been returned.  We have raised $275 toward the cost of the bus for the older children to get to and from camp.  Thanks.  
      We still need to raise $175 for the bus. On July 19th we need one person to drive a vehicle that holds 2 adults and 5 campers to take the younger children to camp.  Rising Sun Camp is about an hour away.  We need to have the campers there by 3 p.m.  If you can help out, please call Karen Zobel @ 414-339-0360. 
      We also would like to provide school supplies to our campers. We have done this for the past few years.  The campers and their parents are very appreciative.

 

Karen Zobel
Camp E.D.G.E.  is looking for the following items to use as decorations at our vacation bible school in August.   These items will be used for display and not be used by students.    If you can loan us any of the following items, please label them clearly and we will be sure to return them to you after August 15th.    Thanks much for your help!!!!
· Tents (all shapes and sizes) 

· Artificial Christmas trees with stands 

· Artificial trees and plants 

· Sleeping Bags 

· Hiking Gear 

· Camping cookware 

· Coolers 

· Climbing Gear- Ropes and such 

· Battery lanterns 

· Flashlights 

· Large stuffed animals/wildlife 

· Camping cots 

· Extreme sports gear- skis & poles, snowboard, inflatable raft, canoe, kayak, helmets

 
Items can be dropped off at church in the lower level classroom any time.  
Anyone wishing to help with decorating is welcome to come to our decorating nights at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, July 7th and July 16th.  We will also need help setting up the week of August 3rd.  We will plan to be working on Wed. August 5 at 10:00 AM, Thursday, Aug. 6 at 6:30 PM and Friday, August 7 at 10:00 AM.   All hands will be appreciated!
VBS 2009  Camp E.D.G.E (Experience & Discover God Everywhere)  

August 10th-14th from 9:00-12:00
VBS Camp E.D.G.E. needs your help!!  Please consider helping us in one or more of the ways listed below.  Any help is much appreciated.
· Pray for VBS (happy, healthy campers and staff, good weather, great learning!) 

· Volunteer to help one or more days with snacks, crafts, games.  

· If you know anyone age K4-6th grade, please invite them to attend  (Registrations are due by July 15th) 

· Provide child care for volunteers’ kids under age 4 

· Decorate with us at 6:30 PM (July 7, July 16 or the week of August 3rd-7th) 

· Donate Michaels, JoAnns or Walmart gift cards (use scrip!) 

· Donate Funds (to provide t-shirts, snacks & craft supplies) 

· Check our supply board in the Narthex for other specific needs. 

· Save your Aluminum Soda cans for our can drive!!  (please label bags with “VBS Cans”) 

 
Please contact Kristen Tan (262-797-8278) or Heidi Todd (414-235-4298) if you are interested in helping.  Thank you for all of your continued support in making Camp E.D.G.E. VBS a success!!       
Rev. Richard Ainsworth shares this article with us:

1. Your thumb is nearest you.  So begin your prayers by praying for those closest to you.  They are the easiest to remember.  To pray for our loved ones is, as C.S. Lewis once said, a “sweet duty.”

2. The next finger is the pointing finger.  Pray for those who teach, instruct and heal.  This includes teachers, doctors, and ministers.  They need support and wisdom in pointing others in the right direction.  Keep them in your prayers.

3. The next finger is the tallest finger.  It reminds us of our leaders.  Pray for the president, leaders in business and industry, and administrators.  These people shape our nation and guide public opinion.  They need God’s guidance.

4. The fourth finger is our ring finger.  Surprising to many is the fact that this is our weakest finger, as any piano teacher will testify.  It should remind us to pray for those who are weak, in trouble or in pain.  They need your prayers day and night.  You cannot pray too much for them.

5. And lastly comes our little finger- the smallest finger of all which is where we should place ourselves in relation to God and others.  As the Bible says, “The least shall be the greatest among you.”  Your pinkie should remind you to pray for yourself.  By the time you have prayed for the other four groups, your own needs will be put into proper perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively.

 

 

Each month we send the Messenger to 44 e-mail addresses.  This cuts down on paper, printing and postage.  Why not add your name to the list!  Call the church office if you are interested.

Ushers and Liturgists
We are working on updating our Liturgist and Ushers list.  If you are interested in being added to the list, or if you have a change in your availability, please contact Kristen Tan or the church office.  
 
BAPTISM

Danielle Nicole Wise

Daughter of Michelle and Michael

June 7, 2009

 

Danielle was born on May 6; She has a brother, Nathan, who is 3 years old.  Maureen Wise is the baby's grandmother.

Join us for an "EXTREME" Kick-off for VBS!!
Sunday, August 9th from 11:00 - 1:00 we will picnic in the back yard, explore the VBS teaching areas and decorations and get to meet some of the families that will be attending during the week.   Join us as we anticipate the week of learning about living on the "E.D.G.E.-Experience & Discover God Everywhere!!"
NEW WILMINGTON MISSION CONFERENCE UPDATE

     This year we have 12 people going to the conference in July in Pennsylvania.  Erin Simpson, Carley Stauche, Caitlyn Marr, Brianna Arendt and Meredith Gesler will be junior high delegates.  Mary Godsell and Griffin Simpson will be high school delegates.  Luke Bennewitz will be a counselor for high school age boys.  Betty Marr, Jodi Godsell, Mike Godsell and Roger Woehl will be the adult delegates/drivers.

     The delegates are responsible for the cost of the camp, which is $290.00 for each youth.  Milwaukee Presbytery has camp scholarships available for youth for up to half of the camp cost which the kids have all applied for this year.  Several of the kids worked last fall doing odd jobs for people in the church and were able to put money toward their camp fees.  Thank you for giving the kids the opportunity to work to help defray their cost.

     Forest Park Church covers the cost of transportation each year.  This year, having 12 delegates attend conference means that we will need to rent 2 mini-vans for the week.  We have been doing fundraisers throughout the year to pay for the cost of the rentals and the gas needed to get to Pennsylvania.  We sold decorative pumpkins in Sept/Oct., wooden Christmas trees during the Christmas season and golf toss games throughout the year.  The mission committee recently helped by making and selling recipes-in-a-jar to help us.  Your response to these fundraisers has been wonderful, but we still need your help.   At this point we are $750.00 short of our goal of getting to the conference.  

     There are ways that you can help us:

1. Help sponsor a delegate’s travel cost ($62.50).

2. Donate individually wrapped and in their original packaging, full sized bars of soap for the Hygiene Kits for the Church World Service project.  We will be taking them with us to the conference; our goal is 300 bars of soap.

               STEWARDSHIP

                        and 

            THE CIRCLE of LIFE

     Pie charts are a great way to visualize proportions of the whole of something.

How much of our eating should be fats/ carbs / protein…How much of our time do we spend in work / sleep / exercise / family events…How much of our income should we be saving / spending on housing / food / leisure…

     If each of us were to do a pie chart of our lives, where would we put God? Church? One possibility is to fit God into one of the segments and maybe hope we’d find a way to let that segment get bigger…

     Accepting God’s grace and proclaiming that all that we have and are, belong to God and offers a different possibility where God is at the center of the circle, and the challenge on our faith journey is to grow in our faith and allow God to influence all of all the areas of our lives.

     What does the circle of your life look like? Just for fun why not try making a pie chart?  Has your spiritual journey led you to deeper appreciation of all God has done for you and is doing through your church?  Have you placed God at the center of the pie chart of your life? 

     We are all stewards of God’s gifts to us and to the world.  Ask yourself – Am I a good steward of the circle of my life? What does my pie chart look like?  Where do I want to begin deepening my stewardship journey?

     The Good, the Bad and The Ugly was a mid-60’s Clint Eastwood film set during the American civil war in a western ghost town.  While this is not a movie that will not be shown at the next youth group night, this article does have a few things in common with this movie; the title and the fact that the movie is ultimately about money.

     Let’s start with the good:  the membership of Forest Park has been great in keeping up to date with their giving amounts and with their New Look pledging so far in 2009.  In addition to regular giving, Walt Piering has been working on a project to purchase an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) for the church and support has been great.  Also other projects and mission work continue to move along.

     Moving along; the bad:  The church was notified early in the year that the Jazzercise classes that have met here for a long time would be ending their use of the church as they we moving to a different location.  Along with the loss of the classes went the building use fees that we received from them.  It was not a huge amount of money, but it was some income nonetheless.  We were also informed in January that the manse property was not exempt from local property tax, so were given a tax bill that was not budgeted for.  Lastly, the renter of the manse remains behind in his rent so that income is also not available to us right now.

     Now for the ugly; the general fund has been depleted.  The general fund is the “account” that the daily operations of the church come out of, snowplowing, salaries, utility bills, lawn maintenance, etc.  The session passed a deficit budget for 2009 and knew that we would deplete the general fund over the year, but we didn’t anticipate these issues for the year in June.

     So, in short we need to increase our income.  The finance committee will be looking at options for increasing income in the church, but fundraisers won’t solve all our problems.  We will also be meeting with the real estate company and determine what the renters’ plans are for catching up in back rent, or what our other options are.  Ultimately, we hope that it won’t come to a need to cut staff hours, or freeze all spending, but if conditions do not improve we may be faced with those options.

     The past congregations of Forest Park have done a great job of filling up the general fund for a rainy day – and that was exactly what it was used for.  But now, we need to re-fill the fund for future congregations.  We do not need to add tens of thousands to it, but maintain it at a reasonable level and be able to balance budgets on a yearly basis.  If you have kept up to date on your 2009 giving, thank you for your continued support; if you are behind and able to catch-up, the church could use the funds.  More importantly, if you are able to give any additional, the church would also appreciate that support.  In past tradition, when the membership faces a challenge, we always rise to the occasion, and just like Clint Eastwood, ride off into the sunset when all is well.

     Please contact anyone from the finance committee with questions; we will keep you informed of our progress.

-The Finance Committee

DEFIBRILLATOR “HEART” PROJECT

     Generous donations from our members, the “Helpful Hannahs” and Board of Deacons have raised enough funds to purchase a defibrillator.  Mike Wise and I should be able to make the purchase soon.  We thank everyone for their interest and generosity.  “All things are possible through Christ.”

-Walt Piering

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

          If you cannot serve on your assigned date, please arrange a substitute and notify the church office.

	5/1
	7/5
	7/12
	7/19
	7/26
	8/2

	Liturgist
	CarolAnne Bozosi
	Jeff Krogmann
	Betty Marr
	Maureen Wise
	Chris Todd

	Head Usher
	Gary Stigler
	Ron Reuteler 
	Mike Marr
	Gary Stigler
	Ron Reuteler

	Ushers
	Cindy Stigler

Betty & Paul Peterson
	CarolAnne Bozosi

Linda Koszuta

Cindy Barbieri
	Deloris Butka

Denine Dulde

Pat Janecek
	Mike & Sue Washic
	Bob Wall

Mike Bellek

Art Reimer

	Hospitality
	Bennewitz
	Koszuta/Bozosi
	Reuteler
	Daylight Drivers
	Helpful Hannahs


	5/1
	8/9
	8/16
	8/23
	8/30
	9/6
	9/13

	Liturgist
	Peg Woehl
	Jim Gillespie
	Paul Peterson
	CarolAnne Bozosi
	Youth
	Kristen Tan

	Head Usher
	Mike Marr
	Gary Stigler
	Ron Reuteler
	Mike Marr
	Gary Stigler
	Ron Reuteler

	Ushers
	Cindy Barbieri

Gordon & Marne Willey
	Cindy Stigler

Frank & Ann Marie McLeod
	Mike Bellek

CarolAnne Bozosi
	Linda Koszuta

Art Reimer

Pat Janecek
	Youth
	Cindy Barbieri

Mike Bellek

Deloris Butka

	Hospitality
	Simpson
	Stigler
	Marr
	Godsell
	Deacons
	McLeod


	Ushers

	Barbieri
	262-782-6862

	Bellek
	414-422-0482

	Bozosi
	262-547-1997

	Butka
	262-786-8988

	Dulde
	262-786-8390

	Grant
	262-786-5071

	Hinrichs
	414-434-4241

	Janecek
	414-541-1270

	Koszuta
	262-650-7116

	Marr
	262-786-4136

	McLeod
	262-786-3879

	Orner
	262-392-3939

	Otte
	262-549-6846

	Peterson
	262-782-5888

	Reimer
	262-679-9226

	Reuteler
	262-821-5046

	Stigler
	262-782-5153

	Wall
	414-425-1871

	Washic
	262-789-9779

	Willey
	262-782-1112

	Winkelhake
	262-784-8637

	Hospitality

	Barbieri
	262-782-6862

	Bennewitz
	262-784-0984

	Bozosi
	262-547-1997

	Confirmation
	

	Daylight Drivers
	

	Deacons
	

	Godsell
	262-895-7609

	Hannahs
	

	Koszuta
	262-650-7116

	Marr
	262-786-4136

	McLeod
	262-786-3879

	Reuteler
	262-821-5046

	Session
	

	Simpson
	262-782-1937

	Stigler
	262-782-5153

	Wise
	414-327-0920



