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Church Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday
	MAY CALENDAR

	Sat 5/2
	9:00 a.m.
	Handbells

	Sun 5/3
	9:30 a.m.
	Worship

	Thurs 5/7
	7:00 p.m.
	Deacons

	Sun 5/10
	9:30 a.m.


	Worship 

Loaves & Fishes

	Tue 5/12
	9:15 a.m.
	Helpful Hannahs

	Wed 5/13
	9:00 a.m.
	Worship & Music

	Fri 5/15
	10:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.
	Staff Meeting

Daylight Drivers

	Sun 5/17
	9:30 a.m.

10:45 a.m.

11:00 a.m.
	Worship/Messenger Deadline 

Adult Choir Rehearsal

Session

	Fri 5/22
	5-8 p.m.
	Youth Club

	Sun 5/24
	9:30 a.m.

10:45 a.m.


	Worship 

Adult Choir Rehearsal

Scrip Orders Taken Today

	Mon 5/25
	
	Church Office Closed

	Sun 5/31
	9:30 a.m.
	Worship


	On-Going Events at Forest Park

Play & Learn

M & W   9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

T & TH  9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Fr  9:00 am-11:00 am;12:00 pm-3:00 pm

4th Monday – Health Department Immunization Clinic 3:30-6:30 p.m.

2nd & 3rd Thurs – Embroiderers’ Guild

6:30-9:30 p.m./7-9 p.m.

1st Monday – Boy Scouts District Committee 6:30 p.m.


May 2009     

 Did You Know…

 Presbyterians Today, is the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s  monthly magazine. It is a great magazine and it’s a bargain (an individual annual subscription is only $19.95 – order online www.pcusa.org/today).  Presbyterians Today provides information, ideas and resources that are beneficial for all church members. Through the magazine our connection with other churches in our denomination is strengthened as we discover what they are doing in worship, mission, youth ministry, Christian education, etc. The magazine helps us stay informed about the key issues that are before our denomination. 

 
The April 2009 issue of Presbyterians Today is titled ‘How green is your church?” (Presbyterians Today is printed on recycled paper and uses soy-based ink. “Paper-less” editions of the magazine are available.)  

A quick “flip” through articles in this issue reveals many things.


A greener faith - While many of us grew up reading red-letter Bibles – the ones with Jesus’ words printed in red type - now there is a new green-letter edition. It is published by HarperOne and is advertised to be “the definitive Bible for the growing creation care movement.”  More than 1,000 passages printed in green (soy-based) ink “speak to God’s love for creation and the scriptural mandate for humans to care for, protect, and heal the earth.”


Did you know that the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) General Assemblies began speaking out on environmental concerns nearly two decades ago, long before the “green” movement went mainstream?


Calvin at 500 --Throughout this year, Protestants from around the world will flock to Geneva, Switzerland and nearby sites for events marking the 500th anniversary of the birth of Swiss reformer John Calvin (1509 – 2009). John Calvin is 
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the theologian who most shaped our tradition and is often called the Father of Presbyterianism.  For more information about special events visit www.calvin09.org.


Volunteering in church and community --- A 2008 survey asked Presbyterians about their volunteering activities. Here are some key findings: Four in five Presbyterians report doing volunteer work in the previous year (81%). Around 45 percent of all volunteer hours that Presbyterians provide to their communities is carried out through congregations. Overall, the median time that volunteers spend per month in all types of volunteering (church & community) is 10 hours.  


A “Greener” communion - Glass or plastic -  Mark Colgrove, a Presbyterian, has a patented invention called the “Saint Saver,” because it allows the “saints” in churches that use it to save time and water. His invention is a rack that holds 60 glass communion cups so they can be washed in the dish washer. He has launched a Web site (www.toogoodproducts.com) to promote the Saint Savers and other inventions.  


Fast Chat – with 24 year old Andrew Sonneborn. Andrew is an elder at Farmingdale Presbyterian Church in Springfield, Ill. He is a third-year student at McCormick Theological Seminary. In response to the question: “Any thoughts on how to get more young adults involved in the church?” he said, “First, we need to be willing to include youth and young adults already in our pews in full participation. They are there – include them! Second, we could take some advice from our president and utilize new media – Facebook and MySpace and e-mail.


44 Presbyterians in new U.S. Congress – The 111th Congress of the United States includes 44 Presbyterians, 33 in the House of Representatives and 11 in the Senate. All but one of the congressional Presbyterians are members of the Presbyterian church (U.S.A.).  U. S. Senator Jim DeMint (R-SC) is a member of the Presbyterian Church in America.


Critics’ Corner – reviews a new book, Tight-fisted Christians, Passing the Plate: Why American Christians Don’t Give Away More Money by Christian Smith and Michael O. Emerson with Patricia Snell – Oxford University Press, 2008; 270 pages; $24.95; hardcover; www.oup.com/us   “Passing the Plate is a sobering account of the failed generosity of American Christians. Thankfully, it also suggests helpful ways for transformation toward more generous giving. The second chapter details the sad reality: 20% of Christians give absolutely no money to church or to non-church charities, the vast majority give very little, 5% of Christians contribute about 60% of all Christian giving, wealthier Christians give a lower percentage of their income than their less well-off brothers and sisters, and in spite of the tremendous growth of per capita income over the 20th century, the proportional giving actually declined.   (More book reviews online  www.pcusa.org/today).   


Questions and Answers --  Q – What is the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s position on membership in the Masons? Are secret society rituals permitted in funerals conducted by Presbyterian ministers?  (Answers in Presbyterians Today).


This is just a ‘quick flip’ through the 44 page magazine.  It contains many more articles that cover many topics.  There are some previous issues in the hospitality room if you’d like to take a look at them.

Glad to be a Presbyterian,

Rev. Roger

Remember our members at home in our prayers 

and expressions of concern.

Glenn & Louise Hennum

Clarence Reimer

Dr. Byung Lim & Tong Roh
Matt Tietze

If you know of someone who should be added to this list, please notify the church office.

If you know or hear of a prayer need and would like to have one started on the prayer chain, notify the Deacon on Call for the month (listed in your Sunday Bulletin or monthly Messenger) to initiate your request.  If you cannot reach that Deacon, call the Church Office and speak to Pam, or leave a message on the answering machine to be retrieved by her or Roger.

If you haven’t signed up to receive your Messenger by e-mail instead of regular mail, please contact the church office and let Pam know that you want to make the switch.   It is a great way to cut down on the expense of paper, printing and postage every month! 
The following article appeared in May, 1994 issue of The Portico, the monthly newsletter of Dr. Martin Luther Church in Oconomowoc.  The article was written in anticipation of the choir there singing what was at that time a new choral anthem by Raymond Haan, using the appointed Gospel text for the Fifth Sunday of Easter.  This year we will hear our choir sing this piece on May 18, which is, again, the Fifth Sunday of Easter.  The music is now out of print, so we thank Dr. Martin Luther Church for giving us their copies of this music.  
 As our Easter season draws to a close, we have the wonderful Gospel lesson from John 15:  “I am the vine and you are the branches.”  A text too wonderful to only hear read on the fifth Sunday of Easter, we have chosen to also hear it sung by the choir in a most expressive setting by Raymond H. Haan.  The men of the choir remind us of our Savior’s voice as they sing “I am the vine,” and too wonderful to be let go, the women then repeat it.  But it is at the implication this statement, that “He who abides in me, he will bear much fruit,” that the choir breaks into four-part harmony, after which the voices play the words of this wonderful promise back and forth among themselves.  To his credit, Haan does not avoid the negative aspect of this text, but with accented rhythm and dissonant harmonies the choir sings the warning:  “If a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch and is withered.”  But on to the promise, as the music becomes soft and flowing:  “But if you abide in me, and my word abides in you,  ask! ask! ask! whatsoever you will, it shall be done for you.”  The composer ends his little musical sermon on John 15 as it began, with the male voices declaring, “I am the vine,” the women taking up the same line as the men provide vocal accompaniment.  And so it is again our hope that music has brought to life, in a deeper sense, our relationship as individuals and a church community to our Risen Savior.

-Roger Meyer  
 
Thanks to everyone for attending the Easter Breakfast.  We served 54 people and collected $227.00, which will go into the Churches General Fund, helping to pay for utilities so we can cook another day.  Thanks also for the”(put-togetherers” and the “cleaner-uppers”.  Here’s the recipe for Don’s Easter Breakfast.

             Don’s Easter Breakfast

1 30oz pkg frozen hash browns (defrosted)

1 lb pork sausage (we use Jimmy Dean’s)

½ cup onion (diced)

½ cup red peppers (minced)

2 cups shredded cheddar cheese

1 dozen eggs

1 cup milk

2 tsp dried basil

1-1/2 Tbsp dried mustard

1 tsp salt

pepper to taste

Blot hash browns with paper towels if too wet.  Brown sausage, add onion and red peppers.  Grease a 9x13 pan and put in hash browns.  Top with sausage mix and cheese.  Combine eggs, milk, basil, dry mustard, and salt and pepper in a blender and mix.  Pour over ingredients in pan.  Cover and refrigerate overnight.  Bake at 350º for about 1 hour, until set.  

One pan makes nine generous servings.

Don and Sylvia Larsen

       SAVE THAT SCRAP METAL!

Last year we made over $1,000 and kept over 3520 pounds out of a local landfill.  SO LET’S DO IT AGAIN.    There will be more about a date and time, but please keep this project in mind as you do your spring-cleaning

MAY BIRTHDAYS

5/1
Gary Stigler

5/1
Mike Godsell

5/5
Pat Janecek

5/5
Frank McLeod

5/7
Cody Schumitsch

5/9
Sylvia Larsen

5/9
Dave Marr

5/9
Katie Godsell

5/10
Sandy Simpson

5/15
Scott Simpson

5/15
Dorothy Riley

5/17
Mike Wise

5/18
Sherry Reuteler

5/22
Nancy Reimer

5/23
Lisa Streff

5/25
Ann Orner

5/25
Elizabeth Giles

5/26
John Orner

5/27
Tyler Ellingen

5/31
CarolAnne Bozosi

If you haven’t given the church office your birth date, and would like it to appear, please contact us.

 Interfaith Spring Yard Clean Up

We are looking for volunteers to help with spring yard clean up for 2 New Berlin families sponsored by Interfaith of Waukesha. These families are in need of 

assistance. The date is Saturday May 16th from 1-4pm. If you can help please 

contact Cindy Prom at 414-427-8242 or cprom@wi.rr.com.

Thank You

Cindy Prom

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry at Forest Park continues to evolve; many thanks to those who have contributed time, talents, and materials to this mission.  We would share the following as a ‘snapshot’ of how the group approaches their work:

Nine Blessings © 2009 All rights reserved
I call nine blessings from above
In the name of God: the creator, the giver of life, the holder of time
In the name of Jesus: the savior, the healer, the lifter of pain.
In the name of the Spirit: the comforter, the consoler, the sustainer of life.

I knit a mantle of caring
I knit a mantle of protection
I knit a mantle of wholeness

I knit a mantle of strength
I knit a mantle of healing
I knit a mantle of patience

I knit a mantle to enfold you
I knit a mantle to encircle you
I knit a mantle to empower you

© 2009 All rights reserved.

By: Janet Bristow - 2000

              Easter Flowers
Thank you to all who donated for the Easter flowers that graced our sanctuary on Easter Sunday.   The bulbs will be planted around the church grounds to be enjoyed for years to come.  Flowers from past years are blooming in the courtyard on the south side of the building.  Remember to look for them!


SOUPER Fundraiser for Mission
 

Please save your clean, empty glass jars for our upcoming SOUPER fundraiser.  We are especially in need of quart, wide-mouth jars for everyone's favorite:  Tortilla soup!
 

Preorders for soup, scones, and brownies will be taken this year.  Plan ahead:  These are great gifts for Mother's and Father's day, birthdays, etc.  Pop a few jars in a Forest Park Church canvas bag and give with a crock pot as a perfect shower gift for a busy bride--or groom!--to-be.  This would also make a great off-to-college gift (and save your poor student from a year of Ramen noodles!)

Proceeds of this event will benefit the New Wilmington mission fund.

 

With thanks!

The Mission Committee

             Our Heart Project

Progress on our Heart Project aim to buy a defibrillator has been going well.  $765 has already been donated.  This is over half of the newly projected goal of $1500.  We thank everyone who has already given from their “hearts”.

We welcome continued donations.  Checks should be made payable to Forest Park Presbyterian Church and earmarked for the “Heart Project” or “Defibrillator”.

Thank you,

Walt Piering for the Session

               Liturgists & Ushers
Are you looking for some way to get involved at Forest Park?  We are looking for more hands to assist with Liturgist and Usher duties.   Anyone is welcome to assist in these roles.  "On the job" training is available. If you would like to be added to the list, please contact Kristen Tan at 262-797-8278 or krtan7@gmail.com.


Daylight Drivers

Open Flame Restaurant

May 15, 2009

The Open Flame Restaurant, at 5081 S. 108th in Hales Corners will be our destination when we meet on May 15th.  When we asked for new places to visit, the Open Flame Restaurant was highly recommended so we put it on the top of the list for May.  Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex and we will see you there at 11:30 a.m.

O’Sullivans Public House

June 19, 2009

Another new destination!  O’Sullivan Public House 12525 w. North Avenue will be our place to eat on June 19th.  This restaurant also came highly recommended, it’s like having our own Milwaukee Journal Sentinel restaurant critic.  Everyone who likes to eat and talk (not at the same time) is welcome.  Please sign up, and we will see you there at 11:30 a.m.

For more information, please call Deloris Butka at 262-786-8988 or Sally Daugherty at 262-786-6041.

Below, is a letter from Greenfield Avenue Presbyterian Church:

Greetings!

We are overjoyed to report that our checks for Heifer Project totaling $8000 were dedicated and mailed to Heifer International on Easter, April 12, 2009.

The 4 checks mailed included:

Faith:  $256.00 (great amount for just starting your collection!)

Forest Park:  $1401.10

Greenfield Avenue $2887.96

Heritage:  $3454.94

With that AWESOME amount, we were able to not only donate an “Ark”, but also a “Milk Menagerie”, a “Joy to the World” gift, and a “Knitting Basket”.

$5000

The Ark

2 Cows

2 Llamas

2 Sheep

2 Oxen

2 Camels

2 Water Buffalo

2 Pigs

2 Beehives

2 Goats

2 Donkeys

2 Trios of Ducks

2 Trios of Rabbits

2 Trios of Guinea Pigs

2 Flocks of Geese

2 Flocks of Chicks

$1500

Joy To The World

4 Goats

2 Llamas

2 Sheep

1 Heifer

$1000

Milk Menagerie

1 Heifer

1 Water Buffalo

2 Goats

$500

Knitting Basket

2 Sheep

2 Llamas

A letter was sent with the donation explaining the details of our fundraising.  It was closed with these words:  “we pray that this gift will give hope, dignity, and self-reliance to many people, and that everyone who is touched by it will feel the spirit of God’s abundant love.”  It was signed with the names of our four churches.

It is such a pleasure working together with the “Fab Four” churches.  We accomplish GREAT things together!  We look forward to many more opportunities of sharing God’s love with each other and the rest of the world.

Yours in Christ,

Greenfield Ave. CE/Nurture Committee

Baptism

April 19, 2009

Jackson Darwin Piering

Son Of

Tia and Paul Piering

Jack was born on September 22, 2008.  Church members Bea and Walt Piering are his grandparents.

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

          If you cannot serve on your assigned date, please arrange a substitute and notify the church office.

	5/1
	5/3
	5/10
	5/17
	5/24
	5/31
	6/7

	Liturgist
	Youth
	Chris Todd
	Peg Woehl
	Jim Gillespie
	Paul Peterson
	Youth

	Head Usher
	Gary Stigler
	Ron Reuteler 
	Mike Marr
	Gary Stigler
	Ron Reuteler 
	Mike Marr

	Ushers
	Cindy Stigler

Youth
	Paul & Betty Peterson

Cindy Barbieri
	Denine Dulde

Deloris Butka

Sara Grant
	Pat Janecek

Mike Bellek

Linda Koszuta


	Mike & Sue Washic

Bob Wall
	Youth

	Hospitality
	Helpful Hannahs
	Daylight Drivers
	Simpson
	Stigler
	Marr
	Godsell


	Ushers

	Barbieri
	262-782-6862

	Bellek
	414-422-0482

	Bozosi
	262-547-1997

	Butka
	262-786-8988

	Dulde
	262-786-8390

	Grant
	262-786-5071

	Hinrichs
	414-434-4241

	Janecek
	414-541-1270

	Koszuta
	262-650-7116

	Marr
	262-786-4136

	McLeod
	262-786-3879

	Orner
	262-392-3939

	Otte
	262-549-6846

	Peterson
	262-782-5888

	Reimer
	262-679-9226

	Reuteler
	262-821-5046

	Stigler
	262-782-5153

	Wall
	414-425-1871

	Washic
	262-789-9779

	Willey
	262-782-1112

	Winkelhake
	262-784-8637

	Hospitality

	Barbieri
	262-782-6862

	Bennewitz
	262-784-0984

	Bozosi
	262-547-1997

	Confirmation
	

	Daylight Drivers
	

	Deacons
	

	Godsell
	262-895-7609

	Hannahs
	

	Koszuta
	262-650-7116

	Marr
	262-786-4136

	McLeod
	262-786-3879

	Reuteler
	262-821-5046

	Session
	

	Simpson
	262-782-1937

	Stigler
	262-782-5153

	Wise
	414-327-0920



